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James W. Cain (Ph.D. Pennsylvania)
Logic, Philosophy of Religion,
Metaphysics

Scott D. Gelfand (Ph.D. Maryland; J.D.
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Marty H. Heitz (Ph.D. Hawaii) Asian &
Comparative Philosophy, Heidegger,
Comparative Mysticism

Lorraine Landry (Ph.D. Toronto)
Biomedical Ethics, Perspectives of
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Lawrence R. Pasternack (Ph.D. Boston)
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Doren A. Recker (Ph.D. Oklahoma)
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Descartes
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Nonviolence Theory, Philosophy of
Religion

Michael R. Taylor (Ph.D. Florida State)
Philosophy of Education, Ethics,
Pragmatism, Social Philosophy
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Graduate Studies

in Philosophy

THE MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM

Most areas of philosophy are represented, with particular
strengths in ethics (both applied and theoretical), the history of
philosophy, and American philosophy. Both thesis and non-
thesis options are available as well as a program of study
specializing in applied ethics. Because of our excellent student-
teacher ratio, graduate students enjoy small seminar sizes,
individualized guidance, and easy access to the faculty.
Students are given ample office space with quality computing
facilities, web and e-mail access, and on-line library resources
including the Philosopher’s Index and many journals. Most of
our students continue on to Ph.D. programs, some to law school,
and some directly into teaching.

THE DEPARTMENT

The Department houses two research facilities, the Pragmatism
Archive, and the Oklahoma State University Ethics Center. The
Ethics Center sponsors guest speakers, symposia, and
conferences, most recently the 29th Conference on Value
Inquiry. The Pragmatism Archive sponsors lectures and seminars
given by visiting faculty and provides research support for
both established scholars and graduate students working in
American philosophy. The Department and the student
philosophy club annually sponsors a “philosopher-in-residence”
as well as runs a bi-weekly public lecture series, the latter
providing graduate students a forum for presenting their own
research. Many Department members are officers of
professional societies, including the American Philosophical
Association, Southwestern Philosophical Society, Society for the
Advancement of American Philosophy, William James Society
and also serve on editorial boards of various journals.

LOCATION

OSU enrolls over 22,000 students on a open and attractive
campus located in Stillwater, approximately sixty-five miles
from both Tulsa and Oklahoma City. The town has
approximately 40,000 residents, with a surprisingly broad
variety of ethnic restaurants for its size. OSU has a commuter
bus service, allowing students and faculty to travel to and from
its Tulsa satellite campus.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Most students hold teaching assistantships for the duration of
their time in the program. During their first year, students
usually run discussion sections. During subsequent years, they
have the opportunity to teach their own courses. Research
assistantships are also available.




